
Organics Subcommittee Meeting Summary 
December 11, 2014, 1:00-3:00 PM 

MassDEP, One Winter Street, Boston, MA 
 

All presentations are posted on the MassDEP website at 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/news/advisory-committees/swac-organics-

subcommittee-.html.   

MassDEP Updates 

MassDEP Commissioner David Cash kicked off the meeting.  The Commissioner discussed his 
support for the commercial organics ban and the growth of food waste diversion in 
Massachusetts.  The Commissioner emphasized the importance and success of stakeholder 
involvement in developing the ban and supporting programs like RecyclingWorks in 
Massachusetts.  The Commissioner led a number of exciting events to announce the recent roll-
out of the waste ban and noted that the ban has received very positive press here in 
Massachusetts, nationally, and even internationally.  He closed by thanking the Organics 
Subcommittee participants for their involvement and work in moving these efforts forward. 

John Fischer of MassDEP explained that, although the October 1, 2014 effective date of the ban 
has arrived and the ban is now in effect, MassDEP and the RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts 
program are continuing along the same track as we have been over the past year.  MassDEP is 
continuing to emphasize outreach and compliance assistance, while continuing to develop 
additional information and resources to help businesses and institutions successfully comply.  
John spoke about packaged food as a common question and area in need of additional work. 
Packaged food is covered by the ban, but businesses may apply for a short term waiver in cases 
when an adequate market outlet or processing system is not available. In an effort to solve this 
issue, Massachusetts is engaging processors and equipment providers to develop enhanced 
infrastructure to de-package foods, including recycling of the food packaging. This type of 
infrastructure may help in increasing recycling of other packaged products as well.   

Recycle Works Assistance Update, Lorenzo Macaluso, RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts 

Lorenzo Macaluso of the RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts program discussed the scope of 
RecyclingWorks’ involvement in supporting the waste bans over the last three years, Recycle 
Work’s suite of resources, and the exciting uptick in website visits, hotline calls, technical 
assistance inquires. With the commercial organics ban now in effect, Recycle Work’s focus is 
now on waste ban compliance for all banned items, including commercial organics.  

Lorenzo displayed the “estimating food waste generation” tool, a resource to help a business 
determine if they meet the ban’s criteria.  The RW’s site also includes:  

• Best management practices for food composting collection developed in partnership with 
health department professionals.  

• A Find a Recycler service provider database 
• Case studies and guidance on how to start a program 
• Guidance on reducing food waste and donating food safely 



• Other resources to help businesses comply with the ban 

Lorenzo also noted that the RecyclingWorks program will be exploring the development of 
additional guidance on food donation, and will be reaching out to local health officials, along 
with food donation organizations, to discuss this work.  In addition, RecyclingWorks will be 
developing the program agenda for the spring Massachusetts WasteWise Forum shortly, and this 
may focus on food donation.  For more information, please see the presentation posted with these 
meeting notes, or visit www.recyclingworksma.com.   

Questions & Discussion 

Q:  Will the find a recycler database evolve into a cellular phone application?  

RecyclingWorks has no plans to develop an app at this time, although the database seems to 
function well using mobile devices.  

Q: With regard to the technical assistance data, how do “entities” vary from “locations?”  

An entity is a business that may have more than one location, for example a supermarket 
company with multiple store locations.  This is why there are more locations than entities 
receiving technical assistance. 

The Dating Game:  Food Labeling, Food Donation, and Food Waste, Emily Broad Leib, 
Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic 

Emily presented on problems with food expiration labeling and how it affects food waste and 
food donation.  The Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic analyzes expiration date laws and 
trends to identify where policy changes would be useful. The clinic advocates for a federal 
expiration date standard and tax incentives to encourage food donation.  For more information, 
please see the presentation posted with these meeting notes or visit http://www.chlpi.org/food-
law-and-policy/.   

Questions & Discussion 

Q: A supermarket in France conducted an “ugly food” campaign which seemed very successful 
in reducing food waste.  

A.  Yes, this campaign focused on preparing “ugly” fruits and vegetables that may not be 
purchased as individual pieces as soup or juices. This can be viewed via this page: 
http://www.recyclingworksma.com/french-supermarket-promotes-ugly-fruits-vegetables/.   

Q: Does technology exist for improving stock rotations based on dates?  

A:  There is a lot of room for improvement in this area.  Sell by dates that are primarily intended 
for use by retailers tend to lead to the most waste, as consumers view them as expiration dates 
and discard that food prematurely.   

Q:  In addition to potential liability for food donation, a hauler has heard concerns from some 
customers about potential liability from pathogens or contaminants from instances like food 
recalls. 



Massachusetts Food Systems Plan Development, Julie Conroy, Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council  

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council is leading the development of “The Massachusetts 
Food System Plan” under contract to the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources.  
The Plan will establish a vision for a food system that is socially just, environmentally resilient, 
and ripe with economic opportunities.  The plan will be developed in both a statewide and New 
England regional context. With a focus on strengthening the food system within Massachusetts, 
the plan will complement food system planning efforts underway in neighboring states and New 
England as a whole. 

The Plan development process a workgroup on food waste and nutrient recovery that looks at 
food waste and how Massachusetts can waste less.  The plan will be complete after eighteen 
months of stakeholder engagement and development. For more information, please see the 
presentation posted with these meeting notes or visit www.mafoodplan.org.    

Questions & Discussion 

Participants made two suggestions: 

1. To consider incentives to shift land from hay production to food production. 
2. To consider enhanced use of state land for growing food.  For example, the Department 

of Corrections has land that could be used for growing crops.    

Next Meeting 

The next Organics Subcommittee Meeting has not been scheduled at this time.  


